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The 12th Annual Long Island International Film Expo (LIIFE) starts this week.

By Jennifer Rosella

Forget Transformers. If you’re serious about film, grab some popcorn and be early enough to get a good seat because the cinephiles will be out in force for the 12th Annual Long Island International Film Expo (LIIFE) starting this week. Independent films and shorts both from Long Island and around the globe will be screened at the Bellmore Movies (222 Pettit Avenue, Bellmore) from July 9 – 19, and will also feature panels, a cheese and wine reception and an award ceremony.

“These are some of the best independent films in the world,” says Debra Markowitz, the Director of the Nassau County Film Office, who was instrumental in organizing the 10-day-long film fest. This year, the selected films to be screened come from 23 different countries and include 146 shorts and 24 feature-length films, she said.

The Nassau County Film Commission and the Long Island Film/TV Foundation, an organization set-up to help promote Long Island film production, were both involved in putting LIIFE together as well. And to add a layer of charity to the event, a portion of ticket sale proceeds from the event will be donated to the North Shore Animal League.

Since it began in 1998, with each passing year LIIFE has grown from screening just 40 films and has presented up to 170. The judges are flooded with submissions each year but only one out of every four films are selected. This year some of the standouts include Tapped, a documentary about the bottled water business and Hope Deferred, a documentary about the importance of stem-cell research.

But there will be more than just docs screened. Among other must-see flicks is a comedy about men who are in the business of making wedding videos called The Video Guys. The movie was written and directed by Dan Brennan and has already won numerous technical awards.

Then there is Night for Day, a vampire movie, thriller and love story rolled into one. It is written, directed and produced by Russ Camarda who also acts in the film. Despite the differences in mood and genre, these films were both shot entirely on Long Island, directed by native Long Islanders, and share a similar cast of actors.

Before, after and in between the screenings, there are some other events tucked into the schedule. Various panels are scheduled including panels on film distribution and scriptwriting. A technical award ceremony is scheduled for Friday, July 17 as well as a closing and a star-studded award ceremony on Sunday, July 19. Among those honored will be Nikki Blonsky, the actress from Hairspray who will be receiving the Creative Achievement Award. The winners will be chosen by a combination of audience votes and a judging committee.

A new addition this year will be the Artist’s Lounge on Saturday, July 18, which is open to the public with free admission from 2 p.m.- 6 p.m.. The lounge features book signings with two Long Island authors, Ellen Meister and Saralee Rosenberg, as well as Markowitz who will also have two of her books available. Long Island photographer/artist Carl Timpone and artist Stanley Covington, Jr. will also be featured at the lounge event.

Who says you have to go to Cannes, Manhattan or the Cinema Arts Centre to catch some arthouse flicks?

