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Spotlight | BELLMORE

With More to Show, Long Island Film Series Grows 

By KARIN LIPSON

Published: July 3, 2009 

This may be a year of retrenchment in the arts world, but the Long Island International Film Expo, which starts on Thursday at the Bellmore Movies, has expanded since last year.
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OPENING FEATURE Cast members of “The Video Guys.” 
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The festival will show 165 independent features and shorts. “Last year we showed 150,” Debra Markowitz, the Expo’s director, said. “We were going to take less this year.” Instead, she said, the festival, which is in its 12th year, has been extended by a day to accommodate selections that were too good to pass up. 

There is another difference. “It’s the first time the Expo is opening with a film shot totally on Long Island,” Ms. Markowitz said. (She is also director of the Nassau County Film Office.) The official opening feature, “The Video Guys,” is an offbeat comedy written and directed by Dan Brennan of Port Washington, based on his own sometimes-outlandish experiences making videos at thousands of weddings, bar mitzvahs and first communions. 

“It’s a real feel-good film, and you don’t necessarily get a lot of those that are well done,” Ms. Markowitz said. (The film will be shown on Friday; Thursday, Ms. Markowitz said, is considered “a festival warm-up.”) 

The Expo will show 33 films shot at least partly on Long Island, including “The Eaters” (July 14), a horror comedy about a plague of zombies and those who battle them. 

Other selections are from around the United States and 23 other nations. American standouts, Ms. Markowitz said, include “Anytown” (July 17), which is about teenagers who are so swept up by the war on terror that they wage it in their own school, with dire results. 

Terrorism, both real and suspected, is also the subject of one of the foreign entries, “On the Road to Tel Aviv,” (July 18), a harrowing 18-minute Israeli film.

The closing feature, also on July 18, will be “Bronx Paradise,” based on the street life of Wayne Gurman, a onetime cocaine dealer, who wrote the film and stars as himself.

Like other film festivals, the Expo includes post-screening question-and-answer sessions, panels and networking parties. At the closing ceremony, on July 19, film prizes will be announced, and Nikki Blonsky, of the 2007 movie “Hairspray” — and, not incidentally, of Great Neck — will receive a creative-achievement award.

Long Island International Film Expo, July 9 to 19, at the Bellmore Movies, 222 Pettit Avenue. Ticket and schedule information: longislandfilm.com, or (516) 571-3168. 
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