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Astoria actor produces film about a Queens boy 

by Willow Belden, qboro Editor
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   On Inauguration Day, as throngs gathered in the nation’s capital to welcome Barack Obama to the White House, a film crew from Queens set up shop on the streets of Washington, D.C. 
   They didn’t cordon off space for the shoot, make use of carefully posed extras or edit Obama’s remarks into a staged scene; instead, the crew filmed actors mingling with the crowds and watching as the actual inauguration ceremony proceeded. 

   No, this wasn’t for a documentary; it was for a short movie called “Hope,” which is being produced by Astoria actor and restaurant owner John Solo. 
   The film, which will be screened for the first time on July 16, centers around a boy from the Queensbridge housing project, who leaves home after his mother dies and his father loses his job, and ends up in Washington, D.C. on Inauguration Day. 
   Aside from the D.C. footage, the film was shot entirely in Queens, and Solo said the borough has it all. “We were able to find everything we needed,” he said — from derelict streets to trendy lounges to Queensboro Plaza at dawn. 
   Solo, whose appearances on the silver screen include roles in “Blackout” and “The Big-Shot Caller,” as well as television’s “Law and Order,” is new to producing. 
   The idea for the film came about after the 2008 presidential election, when Solo and several friends and colleagues chatted over drinks and decided they wanted to see the inauguration — and include it in a movie. 
   “We were planning on doing a feature,” Solo said, “but the inauguration was a once-in-a-lifetime thing, so we said, ‘Let’s do a short first.’ ... This was a good test run.” 
   Justin Foran, a friend and colleague of Solo’s, wrote the script, and filming began in January at the swearing in ceremony. 
   The cameramen thought the idea of going to D.C. and shooting in the midst of the crowds without much structure was a crazy idea. But solo said the plan worked brilliantly. 
   “We wanted the people, we wanted the energy, and we captured that,” he said, adding that the crowds were so absorbed with the inauguration that they didn’t pay too much attention to the film crew, which made for genuine-looking shots. 
   “This is the key,” Solo joked. “Just shoot in places that are chaotic.” 
   The team used that technique again in the Grand Cafe in Astoria, where some of the scenes take place. The cafe, which Solo owns, remained open while filming went on, and Solo said having real customers in some of the shots added the perfect touch. 
     
   ‘Hope’ screening 
   When: July 16, 4:30 p.m. 
   Where: Long Island Film Expo, 
   Bellmore Theaters, 
   222 Pettit Avenue, 
   Bellmore 




